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received at the banks of the Indus, whence they were con-
veyed by the old trade-route channels either to the River
Oxus or directly to the Caspian, whence they followed
the above-mentioned course to Constantinople. By this
means Constantinople became a considerable mart of
Indian and Chinese commodities.

During the ascendency of the Roman power, Rome be-
came the centre of commerce from all parts of the world';
but when southern and western Europe was over-run by
hordes of barbarians, and Constantine had removed to
Byzantium, and made that place the seat of his power, the
downfall of Rome with the western Roman Empire marked
a distinct epoch in commercial as well as in political
history. Constantinople now became the principal centre
of commerce between the East and the West; and from
that city a considerable trade arose along the Mediter-
ranean coasts with Spain, Africa, and the Republics of
Italy; whilst a direct land trade with northern and
western Europe was carried on by the Avars, a people
inhabiting the Danubian provinces.

When the power of the Roman Empire was passing
away, the inhabitants of that part of Italy since known
as Venetian Lombardy, driven by Alaric to seek refuge in
the small islands of the Adriatic, near the mouth of the
Brenta, turned their attention exclusively to commercial
pursuits, and, by the close of the tenth century, had so far
increased in prosperity and power as to form themselves
into an independent Republic. From that period the
Venetians carried on a most important commercial inter-
course with, other nations, and exercised, as a trading
people, more influence than any other country had done
before them. Genoa, which had existed as a Roman